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EDITORIAL.

Is tliu relative amount of feeblemindedness increasing? Many
seem to think that it is. A striking characteristic of feeble-minded-

ness is Ihe, lack of those higher mental proc-
SOCIETY AND esses which make for intellectual and moral
FEEBLE-MINDEDNESS. control. This lack of control, coupled with

strong sex impulses, results in a higher rate
of reproduction than is found with normal individuals, and, in spite
of a high infant mortality, brings about a more rapid increase.
Studies of school children indicate that as many as 2 per cent, of the
school population must be classed as feeble-minded. Surveys of
houses of detention, jails, reformatories and prisons substantiate
the claim that feeble-mindedness is an important factor in the com-
mission of criminal acts. The evidences of degeneration and defect
accumulating on all sides have occasioned serious alarm in the minds
of many reflective people lest the race become infected with this
blight and gradually deteriorate in intellectual efficiency. It is
chiefly this alarm that has led to the enactment of laws for the segre-
gation or sterilization of the feeble-minded, and that has given weight
to the eugenics propaganda.
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It is interesting, therefore, to find a radically different view ex-
pressed in Dr. Goddard's recent book on Feeble-mindedness. Evi-
dence is marshalled to show that feeble-mindedness is a unit char-
acter—a recessive trait, which appears with a fair degree of regu-
larity in accordance with Mendel's principles of heredity. From
this point of view feeblemindedness is due to the absence of the
determiner or group of determiners that give rise to "normal intelli-
gence." It is probable that "normal intelligence" itself is an ex-
tremely variable and complex affair, involving all sorts of special
aptitudes and abilities, each of which must be accounted for on ihe
basis of heredity. This, however, does not militate against the
essential point of the argument, which is that intelligence of any
sort is due to a more or less complex group of determiners in the
germ plasm, and that the condition known as feeblemindedness is
caused by the lack of these determiners.

Whether the view is well founded only further investigation can
show; but if it be established, its significance for the attitude of
society toward feeblemindedness is worthy of consideration. If all
the feeble-minded of the present day were eliminated or rendered
powerless to reproduce, it would not free us from the problem, for
the hybrid character of many apparently normal individuals would
be revealed by the number of feeble-minded in the next generation.
But even under present conditions it is probable that the number of
feeble-minded is diminishing rather than increasing. The apparent
increase is largely due to improved methods of finding and reporting
cases. Doubtless there was a time in the history of the race when
the highest human intelligence did not rise above that of the present
moron. Feeble-mindedness is thus a vestigial phenomenon which is
being gradually eliminated on account of the superiority of the
dominant characteristic (intelligence) in securing adjustment to the
environment. Undoubtedly the carrying out of the eugenics program
would hasten the elimination, bui our greatest present need is to
recognize the essential nature of the feeble-minded, to give up the
hope of trying to make him intelligent, to cease holding him re-
sponsible as intelligent, and to treat him as the arrested child that
he really is. With such judicious treatment the high-grade feeble-
minded mighi still become a useful, though inferior, member of
society. J. C. B.


